
        

 5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A           
8th / 9th FEBRUARY 2020 

 

FAITH HEALS IN TIMES OF UNIMAGINABLE PAIN 

The whole nation was shocked and deeply saddened by the news of four children being killed 
and more injured when a car mounted the sidewalk in a Sydney suburb over the weekend.  Such 
a terrible and senseless tragedy. The faith and graciousness of the family even in the midst of 

unimaginable grief, is inspiring. As is, the support and prayers of so many.  

I was also heartened to read in the Australian newspaper on Tuesday, an article which featured a 
beautiful reflection on the spiritual aspects of life in the face of such tragedies. It is refreshing to 
see this spiritual side featured in a secular newspaper. The sub-heading to this article rather 

insightfully notes that: ñPersonal loss is made more difficult by denying a spiritual sense of life.ò 

Here is an excerpt from the article by Australian Catholic University Senior Research Fellow, 

Kevin Donnelly:          Fr Paul Kelly 

 

One can only try to imagine the torment and loss being experienced by the Abdallah family 
having lost three children and one of their cousins. For parents to suffer in this way and for 

innocent children to be taken in such a senseless and random manner strikes one to the core. 

One can only hope and pray that as the families affected are Maronite Christians, who attend the 
local Catholic Church, their faith and the love and support of their friends and family will assuage 
their loss and help them cope with what will be a tortuous journey. A journey, contrary to the glib 
comment about ñclosureò, that will be a long and trying one, testing their willingness and ability to 

cope with what at times will appear to be a living nightmare. 

In an increasingly ego-driven, self-centred world, no matter how much we think otherwise, the 
reality is to be human is to be vulnerable and susceptible to pain and loss. To think we can 
escape this vale of tears is to mistakenly believe we control our own fate and the fates of those 

we love. 

Life is inevitably fraught with tragedy, suffering and loss, and the challenge is how we deal with 
events that have the potential to unnerve and destroy. In an increasingly secular, post-Christian 
age the challenge is made more difficult by denying a spiritual and transcendent sense of life and 
what follows. Not surprisingly, Australia suffers from increasingly high rates of suicide, 

depression, self-harm and substance abuse. 

Such is not the case for the Abdallah family and the other families touched by last weekendôs 
tragedy. All are members of their local Maronite Catholic Church and as their priest, Father Tony 
Sarkis, said: ñWe have been supporting the family since we heard the tragic news last night 

through our prayers and masses firstly and through our ongoing support. 

ñThis heartbreaking event has touched the hearts of all the community and we ask everyone to 

continue to pray for the three families.ò 

While the loss and pain will never be erased, in prayer and communal grieving there is solace 

and comfort. 

 {From The Australian newspaper. Commentary by KEVIN DONNELLY. FEBRUARY 4, 2020. P. 39. ñCOMMENTSò 
section. Kevin Donnelly is a senior research fellow at the Australian Catholic University and author of Taming the 

Black Dog (available at kevindonnelly.com.au)}  
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òThe Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, respect  
and  security from physical and emotional harm.  They are to be treasured, nurtured and protected from any harm.ò      

As a Parish Community we pray for a change of heart, that we respond to our grief by reaching out to one another in truth and love.  

 

PARISH AND CANDIDATE FAITH JOURNEY: Our JOURNEY continues this weekend for all Parishioners 
and all Candidates/Catechumens who are journeying towards Baptism and Reception into the Catholic 
Church at Easter.  We will commence this Saturday at 10.30am to 1.30pm with our next Episode of         
DVDs on Catholicism.   YOU are invited to COME & SEE what parishioners are so fired up/talking about: 
fired up about this wonderful series and what they are experiencing!  Sessions are held in the Parish       
Hospitality Centre  or  in Sacred Heart Church on 19/2 & 4/3. 

Week 9 - Saturday 15th 10.30am to 1.30pm and Wed 19th February 6pm to 9pm: THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 
Week 10 - Wed 26th 6pm to 9pm and Saturday 29th February 10.30am to 1.30pm: PRAYER & THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT 
Week 11 - Wed 4th 6pm to 9pm and Saturday 7th March 10.30am to 1.30pm: THE LAST THINGS  
Once we have gone beyond these dates, we will advertise the instruction/videos that will take us to Easter.                            

FROM THE SACRAMENTAL TEAM  

Photos ï Would you share them? 
The Sacramental Team are asking families of children who have received the sacraments of 
Confirmation and First Communion in either 2018 0r 2019, and families of children who have 
been involved in the 2018 or 2019 Nativity Plays to consider   sharing your photos with us. 
For the sacramental photos, we are especially interested in any group photos. Suitable   
photos may be used on our parish website and/or parish publications such as the brochures 

at each of our churches. We would be using the photographs only. That is, we would not publish the names of any children in 
the chosen photos nor any other aspect of any childôs private information.  
 

When does the next Sacramental Preparation begin?  
Children who enrolled in the Parish Sacramental Program in 2019, or earlier, and have been confirmed but have not yet        
received their First Communion are eligible to participate in the Preparation for First Communion Workshops beginning in late 
April. (First Communion Masses are at 11:30am on either Sunday May 31st or Sunday June 7th.) Families of children who were 
confirmed in 2019 will receive a reminder email from our Sacramental Coordinator (Cathy Anderson) in late March.             
Families of children who were confirmed at an earlier date or in another parish should email their interest to  
                                                                                                                                    Cathy:  AndersonCM@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Parish-School.  
Over the first two weeks of February, Fr Peter, Fr Paul and Cathy Anderson will be visiting St Vincentôs and St Kevinôs schools 
on the evenings of their parent/teacher nights. We thank the teachers for giving us the opportunity to introduce ourselves to  
parents and give a brief overview of the ways in which the parish and our Catholic primary schools are connected and united. 
Together we are invited and challenged to live as sacramental people and we acknowledge that this vital teaching of our  
younger parishioners begins in the home, and continues, through the strong and vibrant bond between our schools  
and our parish.      

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION: At this stage we have received no directive from the Archdiocese in response to the 
Coronavirus regarding the distribution of the Precious Body and Blood at Masses. 
Therefore, for the present, the Precious Blood will continue to be offered and I would advise communicants to use their own  
discretion as to whether they drink from the Chalice or receive the Body of Christ on the tongue. As always I advise people to 
take all reasonable care with hygiene when we gather as a community. You will be advised immediately should there be any 
changes to this practice. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL BUSHFIRE APPEAL UPDATE: 
What a fantastic response!  A grand total of $19,130 was 
raised over the last two weekends.  It is not too late to  
donate online at www.vinnies.org.au as we know the 
bushfires continue to burn in many parts of the county. 
This great response is a good indicator that we are a    
unified, charitable parish "in action" supporting those most 
in need.   



$2.00 each 

PRAYING THE ROSARY: The Statue of Our Lady will be at 

the home of Eva Mollowski of Palm Beach for the week          

commencing 10th February 2020. If you would like to take 

part in Our Ladyôs Rosary please contact Patrick and     

Maxine Sela on  5539 9539.                                                  

TAKE TIME TO REFLECT:  Let us not be afraid to be   
humble, small, helpless to prove our love for God.  The cup 
of water you give to the sick, the way you feed a baby, the 
way you teach a child, the joy with which you smile at your 
own in your home ï all this is Godôs love in the world today. ��������������������������������
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RECENTLY DECEASED: John Reid, Mathew Stafford Schiemann, Denise McMahon (Bendigo), Wynette Lowman (Hobart), 

Peter Capoluco, Henry Cecil OôDonoghue, Armando Covino, Margaret óPegô Byrnes, Thi Tan Nguyen, Edwin Ware. 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Gloria McLeod, Teresa Jackson,  Paul Barry, Jim Gardiner, Terry Maher, Dolares Barakat, Joan Enright, 

Mary Wylie, Percy Felsman, Imelda Rundell, Anthony, Trevor & Granville Cardoza.  

THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  Baby Maeve Lombard, Kathy Kiely, Brian Elsmore, Greg Sharah, Rachel Raines, Ann Reich,       
Justin King, Sr. Christine Chia, Kurt Hilleshiem, Judy Ferraro, Jim Daly,  Tony McLeod, Ron Perry, Rosslyn Wallis,                
Jabour Haddad, Yvonne Lofthouse, Maureen Murphy, Helen Bohringer,  Peter Walsh, Frank Conway, Jean Di Benedetto,    
Patricia Bridge Wienand, Damian Callinan, Arthur Haddad, Rosemary Wales, Peter Allsopp, Yvonne Campesi, Louis Couch,    
 Steve Wayt, Sarah Clancy, Michael Tracey, Joanne Mooney, Joanne Parkes,  Peter OôBrien, Michelle MacDonald,       
   Kim Parkes,  Gus Reeves, John & Molly Robinson, Mary Kerr,  Eileen McCarthy.                                                                
          

THE GOLD COAST CATHOLIC LIBRARY NEWS: Donôt 
forget to begin your exploration of the Gospel of Matthew 
with books from our display. We also offer two CD sets of 
lectures (great to listen to on the commute!)  Professor Larry 
Hurtado examines The Origins of Christ Devotion in Early 
Christianity and how those devotions relate to the Gospels 
being formed by the Judeo-Christian community. Bishop 
Tom Wright speaks on Jesusõ Mission. This was central to 
Matthewôs ñSermon on the Mountò and inspires us today so 
powerfully. It is well worthwhile to examine these teachings 
as we mature and travel on lifeôs journey. 
 

If you have requests for a book or topic from the Library, 
please leave your contact details for Jean at the Parish   
Office or at the Library. You will be contacted  -  we love to 
oblige. 

PARISH CELEBRATIONS THIS WEEK: Beginning her faith 
journey through the Sacrament of Baptism, we welcome 
and give thanks for: Stella Capri Tucker.  
 

Please keep Stella and her family in your prayers.  

SAINT THERESE OF LISIEUX AND HER PARENTS RELICS 
TOUR ð BURLEIGH PARISH 13/14th February 2020: The 
relics of the 3 Saints will be in Burleigh Parish at Mary Mother 
of Mercy Church as per the program previously advertised. 

Interested Surfers Paradise parishioners who wish to   
attend Adoration in the presence of the relics should visit 
any of the Burleigh Parish churches to place their name 
next to the times they wish to attend.  The enrolment sheet 
is at the front door of each Burleigh Church (more than 2-3 
people are needed per time slot).  

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY MASS FOR 2020: Married     
couples are invited to the Burleigh Heads Parish 10:00am  
celebration of Eucharist on Sunday 16 February at Mary 
Mother of Mercy Church. Please come to celebrate your 
marriage, whether married only last year or decades ago. 
For more information contact the Burleigh Parish Office 
5576 6466 or Sue &  Bren Milsom 0409 718 139. 

RELIGIOUS GOODS: This year Ash Wednesday falls on 
February 26th. The Little Black Book which is your           
companion for Lent is now available at the Religious Goods 
Shops in our Parish. Keenly priced at $4 this pocket size  
edition starts the Sunday before Ash Wednesday and        
continues through to Easter Sunday. 
 

Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church are advised that  
we do not have EFTPOS in the Piety Shop.                     
All weekend transactions must be in cash.  

BAPTISM PARENT MEETING: Baptism Preparation    
Meeting for parents of  young children wishing to have their 
children baptised will be held Wednesday 12th February at 
Sacred Heart Church, starting time 6:30pm. To register 
please phone Pat 0404 805 819.  

CHERISH LIFE ð GOLD COAST BRANCH ð MEETING      
All Life minded people are welcome. Special guest, Corinne 
Penney of Yahwey House, supporting pregnant women and 
their babies. Mon 10th February at 6.30pm in the Parish 
Hospitality Centre, 50 Fairway Dve, Clear Island Waters.  

CHILDRENõS LITURGY OF THE WORD: The next date for 
Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word at Sacred Heart Church will 
be Sunday 16th February.  


