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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER   
22nd / 23rd APRIL 2017—YEAR  A 

My Dear Parishioners and Visitors,  

          A Brave Belief 

Have  you  ever  been  brave enough to ask yourself if 
you  really  do  believe in  Christ’s resurrection? Be 
assured  it   does  require  courage  to  ask  the     
question. Whatever answer  you  arrive  at  demands  
a  demonstrative  response in the way that we relate 
to one another, the way we pray and in general in the 
way we live. 

If  we  decide  that  the  evidence  and  argument draws us to accept that there may be 
another explanation for what the women in the garden saw, perhaps we might think that 
they were overcome with emotion after Christ’s death, or they didn’t look clearly into the 
tomb  or that someone had moved the body before they arrived, then it might be very 
reasonable for us to say that something unusual happened but it wasn’t rising from the 
dead. 

If on the other hand we accept Mary Magdalene’s account of the angel informing them 
that he who was once dead is now alive, that they actually saw the linen clothes lying on 
the ground, that the tomb was empty and that Jesus had actually done what he said 
would happen, then we can truly call ourselves people of the resurrection. 

However we should be quite clear that neither proposition is arrived at easily, since there 
have been strong  arguments to support  both  approaches  over  the  centuries. Our     
acceptance  of   Christ’s  resurrection   is   the  pivotal  Christian  belief.  We cannot call 
ourselves  Christian   and   not   accept  that  Christ  rose   three  days after his death by 
crucifixion. Yet  accepting this tenet is only half the story, because to believe in Christ’s 
resurrection is to believe in our own rising and all that it entails. 

In reality, most of us find ourselves somewhere in the middle of the two propositions. 

We live our lives with open options, just in case we hear a more convincing argument. 

We don’t commit ourselves entirely to what resurrection asks of us just in case we need 
an escape from its life-changing expectation. That physical death has no power over us, 
that in death, life is changed not ended. Many appear quite happy to accept that Christ 
rose and leave it there. It doesn’t change their lives or their understanding of the world. 

Make no mistake. If Jesus did not really come back to life, forget it! We might as well go 
home, turn on the TV, and revel in leisure activities, the pursuit of power, money, sex or 
whatever this world prescribes as true happiness. But let us not waste our time on a Christ  
who  simply  lives  in  our memories, in holy pictures and crucifixes. That Christ deserves to 
stay dead. 

Easter then, is something of a “crunch” time. It is not a time of half hearted involvement, 
of  standing   back  till  we  are  swayed one way or another. It is a time of courageous 
commitment, of not looking back, but bravely living a life without end.  

                                                                                                               Fr. Peter Dillon   PP 
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READINGS THIS WEEKEND:  
 

 

Second Sunday of Easter;  
Acts 2:42-47;  
1 Peter 1:3-9;  
John 20:19-31  

 

FEASTS:  
Wed 26th St Mark, evangelist;  

Fri 28th St Peter Chanel, priest, martyr; 
Sat 29th St Catherine of Siena, virgin, 

doctor  
 

READINGS NEXT WEEK:  
Third Sunday of Easter;  

Acts 2:14, 22-33;  
1 Pet 1:17-21;  

Lk 24:13-35 
 

 

REFLECTION:  
Today’s readings give us a picture of 
life  in  faith and the basis for our 
understanding of mercy. The Gospel 
is  a  theology  of  church:  the       
resurrection happens on the first day 
of the week which has become the 
Christian day of Sunday worship for a 
community transformed from fear to 
joy. The community is infused with 
the Spirit, gifted with peace and sent 
on mission by Jesus with the words, 
“For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; for those whose 
sins you retain, they are retained.” 
Their task and ours is to restore right 
relationships between God and his 
people  and  among the people 
themselves. The Second Reading con-
nects this mission to keeping God’s 
commandments to love each other 
and  be  agents  of  peace  and     
reconciliation. 
 

The sense of church is expressed well 
in the First Reading. “The whole 
group of believers was united, heart 
and  soul”.  This  is  the  unity  of 
community and fellowship. There is a 
strong Eucharistic sensibility with the 
breaking of bread and the praise of 
God wrapped together.  
 

The words of Jesus, “Happy are those 
who have not seen and yet believe” 
are meant to encourage us to always 
be open to experiences where God’s 
presence can be recognized, and to 
come to a stage of faith by which we 
believe “that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God.” In this knowledge of the 
resurrection we experience the divine 
mercy  of  God beyond our fears, 
anxieties and sin. Mercy is the peace 
of Christ, the gift of the Spirit and the 
community of welcome. Mercy calls 
us to live with one heart, the heart of 
God.  

THANK YOU 

I wish  to extend a  BIG  THANK  YOU to all the generous helpers involved in all 
aspects of the Liturgies for Holy Week. I appreciate  the  assistance  of so many 
during this peak season in the liturgical year. We received wonderful feedback 
from locals and visitors thanking the parish community on a prayerful and sacred 
Easter experience at all services.  

Thank you also for your prayers and hospitality towards the twenty-two people in 
RCIA this year, the largest number ever in this parish. We are blessed by their 
journey in faith within our community and your welcoming of them.  

We truly have a very special parish.                        Blessings, Helen 

New Course – Foundations for Lay Pastoral Ministry 

Six  modules  offered  in  interactive  workshops  that  focus  on  personal  formation, 
developing skills and practical application in a parish or ministry context. The course will 
extend  your understanding of sacraments and liturgy, Scripture, theology, mission, 
evangelisation, ministry, spiritual reflection, policies and practices of the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane.  2017 location and course dates: 

Francis Rush Centre Brisbane: 29 Apr, 27 May, 17 Jun, 22 Jul, 14 Oct + elective 
Darra Jindalee Parish: 13 May, 10 Jun, 15 Jul, 5 Aug, 14 Oct + elective. 
Please contact Helen Goldsmith on PH 5572 5433 or helenpastoral@bne.catholic.net.au 
if interested. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VENIRE YOUTH RETREAT: SEEK 
We are excited to run our 3rd annual youth retreat! Join 60 other youth from across the 
Gold Coast for 4 awesome days up in Mt Tambourine. There will be plenty of games and 

activities, inspiring speakers, live music, and memories you’ll keep for a lifetime.  
When: 26th – 29th June, 2017  

Who: Highschoolers and recent school leavers  
Cost: $220 early bird until May 5th  

Normal ticket price is $250 

Register now at www.venireyouth.com : Email hello@venireyouth.com with questions! 
 

THURSDAY 27TH OF APRIL  
Venire is on in the hospitality centre from 6-8:30pm 

Grow deeper in your faith, and meet like minded high schoolers who are 
on a similar journey. Join us for a great night of games, dinner, talk, small 

group discussion and prayer. 
RSVP- 0411 669 876 

National Reconciliation Week: National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 

runs from May 27 to June 3.  This year, we mark two important milestones 
in  the  journey  of  reconciliation –  the  50th  anniversary  of the 1967 
referendum recognising Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
the 25th anniversary of the High Court of Australia’s recognition of native 
title in the Mabo case.  This year’s NRW theme is Let’s Take the Next 
Steps.  Why not make an effort to find out more about these important 
events and to celebrate them.  

                                                 Go to: www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw/  

mailto:helenpastoral@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.venireyouth.com
mailto:hello@venireyouth.com
http://catholic.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=a32ed7282d05491fc0fb938aa&id=936a69aec8&e=d9393d8b98


PARISH MINISTRY and GROUPS and OTHER NEWS 

PRAYING  THE ROSARY:  The  statue  of   Our  Lady   will   be   
at   the   home  of May Winters of Varsity Lakes for  the  week  
of   MONDAY  24th  April 2017. There  is no need to invite 
anyone  else into your home unless you wish to do so.   Please  
phone  Maxine  or  Pat Sela  on 5539 9539.    

COMMONWEALTH GAMES ACCOMMODATION REQUESTS: We 
are receiving requests from visitors who wish to 
come to the 2018 Commonwealth Games to be held 
Wed 4th to Sun 15th April. If any parishioners are 
interested in offering accommodation at this time 
please let us know and we will pass on your contact 

details to the  inquirers.  All arrangements  will  be strictly 
between yourselves and the visitors.  

Atrium  
Welcoming everyone back to a new 

term at the Atrium. We hope you     
enjoyed a wonderful Easter break.   

Monday and Friday sessions run  

from 9:30 to 11:00. 

We are starting a new set of sessions for Baptism Preparation  

(3-8 years old) Saturday the 29th of April from 9:00 to 10:00. 

Please consider volunteering in the Atrium. 

atrium.surfers@bne.catholic.net.au 

COFFEE CULTURE CAFÉ  7:00am—3:30pm Tuesday to Friday   
Catering options are available for your function.  

 

Phone: Lauren 0435 721258  

Children’s IRISH DANCING CLASS Mondays 
3.30pm to 4.30pm in Casey Hall, Clear Island  
Waters.   Ages 3+ yrs.  For further information, 
call Linda on 0407 370 047. 

SACRED HEART BRIDGE CLUB 16th year in 
the parish. Beginners classes commencing 
soon.  Come and join in the fun and social 
atmosphere.  No  previous experience  

necessary. Good for your memory. 

Classes Monday 12 noon.  Call Cheryl 5538 8821 

NEWS FROM THE GOLD COAST CATHOLIC LIBRARY 
The  Season  of  Eastertide  is  full  of light and joy  -  a 
balance to our Lenten penance. All the books on display 
in the Library reflect this theme  -  across all our topics  -  
personal growth, liturgy, theology, prayer, family life and 
more…..even novels! Come into the Library and see what 
has been selected for you! 
Have you considered the Library  as your Ministry? We 
are looking for volunteers to open for Saturday Vigil and 
Sunday 9am Mass. It will involve one hour per month, 
and it is an easy and pleasant and you will meet lovely 
people and books! Contact Jean via the Parish Office on 
5572 5433.  

ART and CRAFT GROUP NEWS: Our next 
activity will be a MOTHER’S DAY TABLE 
with lots of lovely gifts to give to your 
Mum on Mother’s Day Sunday 14th May. 
Our table will be set up on SATURDAY 6TH 
MAY AND ON SUNDAY 7TH MAY AT ALL MASSES AT 
SACRED HEART CHURCH. Proceeds from all  sales will go 
to the needs of single mothers and premature babies. 
Please support this very worthy cause.  

THE  QUEENSLAND CHOIR is heading to the new Sunpac 
Centre  in  Sunnybank for its first concert for 2017 on Sat 
29th April  at  7.30pm.  BOOK NOW – LIMITED TICKETS: 
Adults $40/$35 Conc. Children/Students $15.  
Phone 3323 9650 or email to:  sunpac.net.au  

2nd Sunday of Easter - Year A  
A VOCATION VIEW:  

It is only through people like you that others 

will be able to say: "We have seen the Lord." 

With the resurrection to empower you and 

with Jesus to lure you, you too can inspire  

others who have not seen to believe.  

BOLD AND BEAUTIFUL Our Friendship Group will meet for 

lunch at 12noon on Thursday 27th April at Kampung Malay 

Restaurant, Cnr Robina Parkway and Markeri Street, Robina.  

A SPECIAL DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY PRAYER 
SERVICE will be held on this Sunday 23rd 
April from 2.00pm  to  3.30pm  in   Sacred 
Heart Church, 50  Fairway Drive, Clear Island 
Waters.   Reconciliation will take place at  
2.30pm.     ALL WELCOME 

THE CATHOLIC LEADER: 
KEEPING FAITH WITH YOU 

 
Young woman tells how a life-and-death experience inspired her 
to join hundreds of others who became Catholics in Brisbane at 
Easter. 
 

Two hairdressers take scissors to the streets offering free haircuts to 
the homeless on Brisbane’s north-side. 
 

Rockhampton bishop speaks out about greater environmental pro-
tection for Great Barrier Reef. 
 

Toowoomba gives a lead in welcoming Syrian refugees. 
 

Making sense of Divine Mercy Sunday.       Only $2.00 per copy  
 

Please  come  and  join  Circles of Life Qld, for  our 5th  Women’s 
Forum, on Wednesday 17 May for our special night.  Tickets can be 
purchased online via http://charitydos.com.au/?eventid=17139 or 
by contacting us on 0481365343 or via circlesoflifeqld@gmail.com 

After the 9.00 am Easter Mass, a man backed into my car. He 
waited and said he would pay for the damage to be polished 
out. I said, not to worry as it was not severe. He waited until I 
left and I saw him polish out the damage. CHRISTIAN RESPECT IN 
ACTION. We are lucky to have him as a part of our parish. 

Tony – Church Florist 

http://www.sunpac.net.au
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.clipartfest.com%2Fd857d22ddcc64a8dda3bda0dfb7c308e_picture-of-people-dancing-clipart-irish-dancing_800-650.jpeg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2F6d0f4fef124dd457aee9c6
http://charitydos.com.au/?eventid=17139
mailto:circlesoflifeqld@gmail.com


 

MIGRANT CHAPLAINS / COMMUNITIES: 
 

Polish: Sunday 11.30am Sacred Heart Church 
               Fr Bernard Bednarz C/- 3252 2200 
Italian: Sunday 4.00pm Sacred Heart Church 
 Fr Michele Cagna CS 0432110468—Pastoral Support 
and General Information  -  Connie 5575 8882  
Filipino:  Next Mass in our Parish is on 1st October 2017 at 
12noon in Casey Hall. Fr Terence Nueva  3277 2252 
Hispanic: 1st & 3rd Sundays 5—7pm St Vincent’s Church 
                  Fr Ignacio Gutierrez 0481 118 521 
                   Email: paterignacio@yahoo.com 
Maronite Rite: Saturday 7.15pm Sacred Heart               
 Phone: 3394 4994 St Maroun’s Church, Brisbane.  

Baptisms: Please contact the Parish Office 5572 5433 to register.  

Marriages: Contact Parish Office 5572 5433 (Min 6mths notice required) 

Benediction: 1st Friday 7.30am St Vincent’s Church, Surfers Paradise 

Children’s Liturgy: Sunday @ 9am Mass Sacred Heart Church (during 
School Term only). Stella Maris Church @ 8.30am Mass every 2nd Sunday 
 

Stations of the Cross: 6pm every Friday in Lent at Sacred Heart Church 
 

Christian Meditation: Tuesday 10am (Youth Room) Pam Egberts 
0428090703.              

Christian Meditation Tuesday 6pm (Youth Room). Contact Parish Office 

Couples For Christ FFL: Phone Butch & Mini 0424 583 168/9 

Exposition: Monday & Friday 6am St Vincent’s Church, Surfers Paradise 

  Tuesday 9.30am Sacred Heart Church, Clear Island Waters 

  Thursday 9.45am St Vincent’s Church, Surfers Paradise 

  Friday 7pm—9pm Sacred Heart Church,  

1st Friday   - 7pm to 7am Saturday 8th April.  

Carmelite Spirituality: 3rd Sunday of each month 10.30am PHC, CIW    
Contact: Norm Harding 0421 125 575.   

Rosary: Sunday 7.15am St Vincent’s Church 

   Monday & Friday 6.25am St Vincent’s Church 

   Tuesday & Friday 8.25am Sacred Heart Church, before Mass 

   Wednesday 8.25am Stella Maris Church, before 9.00am Mass 

Venire Youth Mass—6.00pm Sunday 23rd April 2017 

Art & Craft:  Each Wednesday 9am to 12noon in PHC 

Book Club: 3rd Tuesday of Month at 12 noon in PHC 

Bridge: Mondays at 12noon Parish Hospitality Centre 

SPCL:  Tuesday 2nd May 2017 

Friendship Day Thursday 20th April 2017 

Parish Choir Practice: 8.30am Saturdays SH  

Playgroup: Wednesdays 9.30am Casey Hall, Fairway Drive, 
Clear Island Waters  -  Sarah 0410 701 515 

Playgroup is Volunteer Based— Each parent needs to sign 
an attendee sheet at each session.  

Yoga: Tuesday 10.45am $10/Session.  

Zumba Gold: Friday 9.15am Casey Hall. Beginners and 
Intermediate. Susana Pozzi 0421 607 397  

FOR MORE PARISH GROUPS, PLEASE REFER TO OUR WEBSITE 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Margaret 
Boulton, Sr Carmel Mary Quinlivan RSM, 
Patty Cleal, Leonard Toner, Alan (Mick) 
Burcham, Fay Morgan Francesco Posa, 
David Long (Vic), Willie Twyford.  
[[ANNIVERSARIES: Graham Johnson, 
Christopher & Santo Di Maio, John Henry 
Purcell, Bruce, Greg & Gib McPhie. 
  

THOSE WHO ARE SICK: Steve Wayt,  
Ozzie Mazzei, Rose Arthurson, Brandon 
Watson, Claire Keefe,   Maria  Nazari,    
Sr Eileen Jones  RSVM,  George Bonet, 
Maria  Shen, Helen Lindsay, Junko  
Costigan,  Camelia Shamvian, Lauretta 
Peterson, Rosa Maria Santos, Vera 
McCormick,  Jason & Jodie Morphett, 

Raymond Balkin, Jim O’Brien, Morgan 
McEnieny, Ann Reich (Syd), Anne 
Donaldson, Irmg̈ard (Joan) Graz, 
Carmelia Shamovian, Baby Ollie Hall, 
Andy Brown, Monica Bailey, Louie Kazzi, 
Edwin Ware, Nalin Sena, Ahoi Hong, 
Jackie Hatfield (Wollongong) Tony Bui, 
Bernadette Lewis (Capetown), Daniel 
Farrugia, Sean Weldon, Oscar Miranda, 
John Traynor (UK), Sr Mary Mullins,  
Patricia Sulzberger, Judy West, Fr John 
Milliken PP Stanmore, Fadoul Kazzi, Pat 
Burton, Andreas Lunandi, Gus Reeves, 
Annette Anning, Sage Amor (Canada), 
Brian Elsmore, Emile Van Deurse, Ron 
Mooney, Denise Tracey, Ron Perry, Paul 
Kiely, Denise Darwin (Syd), Rachel 

Raines, John Ashby, Dorelle Muller, 
Michael Kearney, Barbara Farrell, Marian  
Komorowski (Poland), Mary Kerr, Conor 
Cosgrave, Anne Weston, Mary Hayes 
(Melb), Diep Armstrong.  

Please note: All names will be 
removed from the sick list at the end 
of each month. Please call us if you 
wish to renew names on this list.  

 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT 
LEAVING A LEGACY?   

    Phone the Parish Office on 
  5572 5433 

 

CONTACT FORM: Family Name: _____________________________________ 

Other Names:   _____________________________________ 

Address:          _____________________________________ 

  _____________________________________ 

Home Phone: ________________ Mobile: ______________ 

Email:  _____________________________________ 
 

WHAT ARE YOU INTERESTED IN RIGHT NOW? 
 

⃝ REGISTERING IN PARISH       ⃝ SACRAMENT ENQUIRY      ⃝ YOUTH  

⃝ PRAYER REQUEST            ⃝ ROSTER AVAILABILITY      

⃝ OTHER: ________________________________________ 
 

⃝ to commence Parish Planned Giving Program  

Please  place  this  completed  form  on the collection plate,      or   
contact  the  Parish  Office  on  5572 5433  for  further  info. 

      

 
7.00am 

ST VINCENT’S 
 

 

 
 

9.00am 
SACRED HEART 

 
ANOINTING 
MASS 10AM 

2ND MAY  

 
9.00AM 

 

STELLA MARIS  
 

 

 

 

9.00am 
STELLA MARIS 

 

 
 

7.00AM 
ST VINCENT’S 

 
9.00AM 

SACRED HEART 

 

RECONCILIATION 

4.15pm  STELLA MARIS 

5.00pm  SACRED HEART 

5.15pm  ST VINCENT’S  

       REGULAR                    STELLA MARIS CHURCH     Saturday 5.00pm and Sunday 7.00am and 8.30am 
      WEEKEND                    SACRED HEART CHURCH   Saturday 6.00pm and Sunday 9.00am and 6.00pm  
    MASS TIMES                 ST VINCENT’S CHURCH      Saturday 6.00pm and Sunday 8.00am and 10.00am                                                       

MONDAY  

24th April  

TUESDAY 

25th April 

WEDNESDAY 

26th April  

THURSDAY 

27th April  

FRIDAY 

28th April  

SATURDAY 

29th April  

 

7.00am 

ST VINCENT’S 
 

 

9.00AM 

SACRED HEART 

 ANZAC DAY 
MASS  

 

9AM  

STELLA MARIS 
 

[ 

9.00AM 

STELLA MARIS   

 

 

7AM  
ST VINCENT’S 

 

9AM  
SACRED HEART 

RECONCILIATION 

4.15pm  STELLA MARIS 

5.00pm  SACRED HEART 

5.15pm  ST VINCENT’S  

NORMAL  
SUNDAY 

MASS TIMES 

STELLA MARIS CHURCH   Saturday evening  5.00pm   AND   Sunday 7.00am & 8.30am 

SACRED HEART CHURCH Saturday evening 6.00pm   AND   Sunday 9.00am & 6.00pm 

 ST VINCENT’S CHURCH Saturday evening 6.00pm   AND   Sunday 8.00am & 10.00am 


